SUPPOSED SIGNS OF VALUE ON EARLY COINS OF HIMERA,    19
Sicilian coins, the ten-litra piece served as the common coin of account for ordinary transactions down to a comparatively late date.
For a limited period, viz., shortly before and after 400 B.C., yet another mode seems to have been adopted, according to which the single globule indicated the largest silver coin of a city's issue. I am, of course, referring to some of the Syracusan fifty-litra pieces by Evaenetus, and as some of the hundred-litra pieces in gold are marked with two globules, it can hardly be doubted that they are in both cases signs of value. According to the same principle, Evaenetus places this mark on the reverse of the largest silver coin of Catana, in this instance only a twenty-litra piece; viz., the famous coin on which Nike bears aloft the tablet signed with his name.
Now there are one or two coins which seem to controvert this theory. One of these is a tetradrachm of Leontini, presumably struck about 450 B.C., which shows three small pellets over the lion's head.25 These dots cannot be interpreted as marks of value, since division by three of a tetradrachm of Attic weight will, approximately, produce a drachm of the Aeginetic standard, abolished in Sicily long before this coin was struck. Here, then, we have fresh evidence that globular marks do not necessarily designate the value of a coin. From the smallness of the dots I would look ou them, in this case, merely as some private mark of a die-engraver* Another coin that does not seem to fit in with my observations is the early ten-litra piece of Selinus which, in some instances, shows two pellets beside the stalk of the
25 Brit. Mus. Cat., Sicily, p. 89, No. 27.